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INCREASED MARKET SHARE FOR THE ITALIAN PLASTICS
PROCESSING MACHINE INDUSTRY

On Wednesday June 11, 2003, the annual general meeting of Assoco-
maplast (the Italian plastics and rubber machinery association)
led to the re-election of Luciano Anceschi as president for the
two-year period 2003-2005 and offered the chance to reflect on the
current state of the sector.
Having started off with further growth being predicted, 2002 wit-
nessed a progressive reversal of this trend. Forecasts made early
on had already been revised halfway through the year in the face
of an ongoing slowdown in investments and orders, especially from
abroad. Conversely, in the final quarter of 2002 there was a
slight improvement to demand in the domestic and some of the main
export markets with the procurement of year-end orders helping to
curb losses. This means a disappointing result for the Italian
plastics and rubber processing machine industry, especially when
compared to the previous three-year period of continual growth,
but things could have been worse, as the main international com-
petitors (especially Germany) have discovered and also several
Italian producer-goods manufacturing sectors that have been most
hit by the drop in foreign orders.
Italian output of plastics and rubber processing machinery, equip-
ment and moulds is down around 4% compared to December 2001.
Sector imports and exports have fallen almost symmetrically by 13
and 12%, respectively. The customarily favourable balance of pay-
ments fell by almost 14% between December 2001 and the end of last
year. These rather negative figures – in line with the current
state of the economy and the slowdown of markets until recently
considered world locomotives – are partly offset by several rea-
sons to be satisfied that emerge from a detailed sector report is-
sued by the Assocomaplast marketing office during the course of
the meeting.
For example, it is interesting to note the comparison between the
8 main manufacturing countries of plastics processing machinery
(in order: Germany, Japan, Italy, United States, France, Taiwan,
Austria and Switzerland), over the decade 1993-2002. In the last
ten years, Italy's share of exports - at constant values - has
risen from 12,4 to 13,8% of the total, whilst those of its main
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rivals have fallen: the German share from 30,4 to 28,9%; the Japa-
nese from 23,3 to 19,3%. In the table of the top ten countries to
which our manufacturers export, it is the names of some of these
main rivals that stand out: Germany alone takes in more than 15%
of Italian machines bound for export.
Following the good trade figures recorded in mid-May on the occa-
sion of the PLAST’03 triennial trade show - organised by the trade
association– the signs for 2003 seem encouraging. Domestic demand
and that from the main export markets appear on the upswing, de-
spite being a little snatchy.
More specifically, it is a good sign that following months of en-
forced suspension due to the SARS epidemic, the Chinese market
(third in the table of Italian exports) is now resuming orders,
seeking to keep scheduled technological investments within the
current year.

ITALIAN INDUSTRY FOR MACHINERY, EQUIPMENT & MOULDS
FOR PLASTICS AND RUBBER PROCESSING

(million euro;
constant values)

1993 2002 average an-
nual Δ %
2002/1993

production 2.200 3.650 +5,2
export 1.448 2.056 +3,6
import 381 598 +4,6
domestic market 1.133 2.192 +6,8
trade balance 1.067 +1.458 +3,2

DESTINATION AREAS OF THE ITALIAN EXPORT (% OUT OF THE TOTAL)

1993 2002

Europe 53,9 58,9
North America-NAFTA 13,7 12,1
Latin America 9,3 5,7
Middle East 3,7 4,3
other Asian countries 14,0 13,1
Africa 3,9 4,9
Australia/Oceania 0,3 1,0

total 100,0 100,0
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TOP TEN DESTINATION COUNTRIES
OF THE ITALIAN EXPORT (% OUT OF THE TOTAL - 2002)

Germany 15,4
France 8,6
China 7,6
Spain 6,6
United States 6,0
United Kingdom 5,5
Mexico 4,7
Russia 3,6
Brasil 2,9
Turkey 2,6
others 36,5

COMPARISON OF THE EXPORT TOWARDS CHINA (000 EURO - 2002)

supplying countries values % out of the
Chinese import

Japan 925.396 39,1
Taiwan 523.083 22,1
Germany 422.174 17,8
Italy 176.107 7,4
United States 139.157 5,9
France 125.144 5,3
Switzerland 57.057 2,4

total 2.368.131 100,0
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